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Knowledge

 Knowledge allows us to function in the world.

* We believe to have knowledge of some things but not others

* Philosophers have raised gquestions about...




K n OW I ed g e (continued)

e |n Plato’s Theaetetus

* Defined knowledge as “justified true belief.”




K n OW I ed g e (continued)

knowledge




Theories of Knowledge

Rationalism:

* true knowledge can be attained only by reason, without the aid of the
SENses.




Theories of Knowledge coninues

THE RATIONALISTS THE EMPIRICISTS



What is Belief

A mental process that we trust to be an accurate representation of reality
e A firmly held opinion or conviction that a statement is true or talse

e A firmly held opinion or conviction that something does or does not exist

* You pbelieve your ideas (representations of reality) are facts that exist in reality




Plato’s Picture Theory of Belief

* A belief is like a innate picture or an image of something (idea or thought

* |[n being directly aware of an idea, we think of everything associated with it




Sources of Belief

e But, other types of consciousness are also about reality

+ Sense perception, memory, thought, theoretical reason, emotion, portray




SOU rces Of Belief (continued)

e We take most of our beliefs to be an accurate account of reality (memory

e |.e. next summer will be hotter than this winter










